STRONG CONTRACTION AND INFLUENCES IN TAIL SPACES
STEVEN HEILMAN, ELCHANAN MOSSEL, AND KRZYSZTOF OLESZKIEWICZ

ABSTRACT. We study contraction under a Markov semi-group and influence bounds for
functions all of whose low level Fourier coefficients vanish. This study is motivated by the
explicit construction of 3-regular expander graphs of Mendel and Naor, though our results
have no direct implication for the construction of expander graphs. In the positive direction
we prove an L, Poincaré inequality and moment decay estimates for mean 0 functions and
for all 1 < p < oo, proving the degree one case of a conjecture of Mendel and Naor. In
the negative direction, we answer negatively two questions of Hatami and Kalai concerning
extensions of the Kahn-Kalai-Linial and Harper Theorems to tail spaces. For example, we
construct a function f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1} whose Fourier coefficients vanish up to level
clogn, with all influences bounded by C'logn/n for some constants 0 < ¢,C < co. That
is, the Kahn-Kalai-Linial Theorem cannot be improved, even if we assume that the first
clog n Fourier coefficients of the function vanish. This implies there is a phase transition in
the largest guaranteed influence of functions f: {—1,1}" — {—1, 1}, which occurs when the
first g(n)logn Fourier coefficients vanish and g(n) — oo as n — oo or g(n) is bounded as
n — 00.

1. INTRODUCTION

Let €2 be a finite set, and let 4 be a probability measure on 2. Let E denote the expectation
with respect to the measure p. Let f: @ — R and for any 1 < p < oo, let || f||, := (E |fIP)YP,

with [|f]. = inf{\ > 0: pu(fL((—00, —A) U (A, +00))) = 0}.

Assumption 1. Let (P;);>o be a symmetric Markov semigroupﬂ on Ly(Q, i), with generator
L=— %Pt‘ i—o+- Assume that L satisfies the L, Poincaré inequality with constant C' > 0:

Ef*—(Ef)? <C-EfLf, Vf:Q—=R, (1)
or equivalentl |Pflly < e/ fll,, for all t > 0 and every f: Q — R with Ef = 0.

Remark 1.1. Note that the smaller C'is, the better the estimates become. (C' is the inverse
of the spectral gap.)
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IThat is, for all ¢,s > 0, for all f,g: @ — R, for all 1 < p < co, we have: P;: Lo (Q, ) = Lo(Q,p) is
linear, Py = P, Ps, HPtpr < ||f||p7 Py=1d, Bf>0if f >0, P1 =1, limy_,g+ P.f = f in La(9, ), and
J(P:f)gdp = [ f(Pg)dp.

2To see the equivalence, note that (d/dt)E(P,f)? = 2EP,f(—L)P,f. So, assuming and Ef = 0, we
have (d/dt)[e*/CE(P,f)?] = e*/C2[EP, fLP.f + (1/C) | P f|l5) <0, s0 | P.f||, < €!/€. Conversely, assuming
1P flly, < e /C|fll, and Ef = 0, we have (d/dt)[e*/“E(P,f)?] < 0, so EP,fLP,f + (1/C) || P;f|,, then
letting ¢ — 07 gives (T)).
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Theorem 1.2 (Main Result; Heat Smoothing [HMO14]). Suppose Assumption[1] holds.
Then, for every p € (1,00) and every f: Q — R with Ef =0, for every t > 0,

(2p —2)t
Pl < oo (~ 5220 ) 1

Remark 1.3. For Q@ = R, p = 4 and du = e_”“"Q/zdx/\/%r, Theorem was proven by P.
Cattiaux, as noted in [MN14].

Remark 1.4. Theorem|[I.2]solves the degree-one case of a more general conjecture of Mendel-
Naor [MN14, Remark 5.5]; see Conjecture [1| below.

Theorem is equivalent to the following statement, which can be seen by differentiating
Theorem [L.2] in t:

Theorem 1.5 (Poincaré Inequality [HMO14)). Suppose Assumption |1 holds. Then for
every p € (1,00) and every f: Q@ — R with Ef =0,

2p — 2
(P> —2p+2)

Remark 1.6. These results can be extended without difficulty to infinite spaces.

E|f|”" sign(f)Lf > o ElI

Example 1.7. Let n be a positive integer. Let p denote uniform probability measure on
{=1,1}". Any f: {-1,1}" — R can be written as f = > s .\ [(S)Ws, where for all

r=(21,...,2,) € {=1,1}", Wg(x) := [[,cg2; and ]?(S) =27") ey f(@)Ws(z). For
any t > 0, define P f := > gy e IS1f(S)Wg, and define Lf := >oscir.my ISTF(S)Ws.
Then Assumption [I] holds with C' = 1, since

Eff— &)= > IfSP< D ISP =EfLS

SC{1,....,n}: |S[>1 SC{1,...;n}: |S|>1

.....

.....

2. MOTIVATION AND BACKGROUND

Our general motivation for the investigation of Theorems [1.2] and [I.5] comes from under-
standing the smoothing properties of semigroups, and obtaining sharp quantitative bounds.

Smoothing of semigroups is reflected e.g. in the hypercontractive inequality [Bon70,
Nel73|, [Gro75]. Returning to Example we have,

1 —1
1P, <17, ¥1<p<q.¥t> tlog (h) VLI SR

We now return to the case of general semigroups. It is natural to consider the relation of
Theorem [1.2] to the hypercontractive inequality itself.
Question 2.1. Is it true that, if Assumption [I| is satisfied , then the hypercontractive
inequality holds:
[Peflygese < [Iflly VE>0,

where 5 > 0 depends only on C?



Answer. No [DSC96|, Lemma 4.2]. The largest possible constant 3 in the hypercontractive
inequality for any finite k-regular, undirectedﬂ graph G = (V, E) (where L is the generator
of the simple random walk on G, i.e. L is the standard (un-normalized) Laplacian Lf(z) =

(1/2) X, eayer(f(2) = f(y)).) satisfies

10 + log log |V

2log(|V'] /4)
However, there exists a sequence of 3-regular graphs (V,,, E,,)5%, such that |V,| — oo as
n — oo, while Assumption [I| holds with constant C,, < C' < oo for all n > 1. That is,

there exist sequences of 3-regular expander graphs. Note then that the hypercontractive
constant satisfies 5, — 0 as n — oo.

Remark 2.2. In summary: in general, one cannot deduce hypercontractivity from having
an Lo spectral gap. However, one can deduce an L, spectral gap from hypercontractivity
[DSC96, Lemma 3.1].

In their study of a general notion of expandelﬂ (with respect to all uniformly convex
spaces), Mendel and Naor made the following conjecture:

Conjecture 1 (Heat Smoothing). [MN14, Remark 5.5] Let1 < p < co. Let f: {—1,1}" —
R with EfWs =0 for all S C{1,...,n} with |S| < k. Then

¥t >0, [[Pflly < e P ], (2)

Remark 2.3. If this conjecture were true (for functions valued in uniformly convex Banach
spaces), then the expander graph construction from [MN14] would be greatly simplified.

By combining the hypercontractive inequality and Holder’s inequality, Mendel-Naor ob-
tained the following weaker bound , which they attributed to P. A. Meyer [Mey84].

Theorem 2.4. [MN14, Lemma 5.4] Let 2 < p < oco. Then there exists ¢(p) > 0 such that
the following holds. Let f: {—1,1}" — R with EfWs = 0 for all |S| < k. Then

VE>0, [|Pfll, < e FmintOe® ) g

LSl = c)VEILI,-

The second inequality can be considered a “higher-order” Poincaré inequality, and it fol-
lows from the first by writing f = fooo e 'L Lfdt and then applying the L,({—1,1}") triangle
inequality.

Recall that we proved

3A graph G = (V, E) is a finite set V of vertices and a multi-subset E C V x V, so that some pair (u,v) € E
is allowed to appear multiple times. We always impose the condition (u,v) € E = (v,u) € E. We denote
E(u,v) = E(v,u) as the number of times that (u,v) appears in E. The degree of uw € V' is .\ E(u,v).
So, a self-loop contributes 1 to the degree of a vertex. Recall that an n-vertex graph G = (V, E) is k-regular
if every w € V has degree k.

4 Recall that we know that constant degree expander graphs exist by the probabilistic method [HLWO06].
Their explicit construction is more difficult. The first such construction goes back to [Mar73|]. Since then,
other constructions were found using algebraic methods. More recently, a purely combinatorial construction
was found [RVWO02]. This construction was one ingredient in [MN14].
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Theorem 2.5 (Poincaré Inequality [HMO14]). Under the above assumptions for every

p € (1,00) and every f: {—1,1}" — R with Ef = 0 there is
1 . 2p— 2

E|f[" " sign(f)Lf > —————

s (Lf >

The usual Poincaré inequality corresponds to the case p = 2 of Theorem Theorem
2.5 should be contrasted with Beckner’s Poincaré inequality.

Theorem 2.6. [Bec89| Let f: {—1,1}* - R. Forall1 <p <2,
(2= pEFLf > E|fI* - (E|f")*".

Specifically, Beckner notes that, for t > 0 with e 2 = p—1, (2—p)EfLf > E|f|*—E |P.f|*
by Fourier analysis. He then adds the hypercontractive inequality [Bon70, Nel73| [Gro75] to
this inequality to prove Theorem However, Theorem does not seem to follow from
hypercontractivity so we need to apply different methods.

EIf

3. HYPERCONTRACTIVITY, TALAGRAND’S INEQUALITY, AND KAHN-KALAI-LINIAL

We recall some standard definitions.

Definition 3.1 (Influences). Let f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1} and let ¢ € {1,...,n}. Define the
i’th influence I;(f) € R of a function f: {-1,1}" — {—1,1} by

Ii(f) = P[f(ﬂfla . >CCn) # f(ﬂUl, ey i1y gy g1y - - - 7xn>]7

where x; are i.i.d. uniform random variables on {—1,1} for all i = 1,...,n. Equivalently,

Lf= Y. (S =lafll,

SC{1,...,n}: i€S
where 0;f = [f(x) — f(x1, ..., Ti1, —Xi, Tivty -, Tn)] /2.

Remark 3.2 (Voting Interpretation). Let f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1}. We think of z =
(x1,...,2,) € {—1,1}", where x; is the vote of person i € {1,...,n} for the candidate
x; € {—1,1}. Then f(z) is the winner of the election, given the votes . And I;f is the
probability that person i € {1,...,n} can change the outcome of the election.

Example 3.3. The majority function is defined for f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1} (with n odd) by
the formula
f(xy,...,x,) =sign(x; + -+ + ).
This function satisﬁeﬂ Lif ~ \/%7\/% as n — 0o.
So your influence in an election is much larger than you think!

Question 3.4. What is the smallest possible value of max;—; ., I; f?

-----

Note that, it is easy to have I1f = 1. Consider f(z1,...,z,) = z1. So, it is easy to
construct a function with one large influence.

Proposition 3.5. [BOL89, Theorem 3| There exists a universal constant ¢ > 0 and there
exists a Boolean function f: {-1,1}" — {—1,1} with Ef = 0 such max;—y__, L;(f) <
d(logn)/n.

2m(n—1)((n—1)/e)" "

571 p__ n—1 —_n n—1)! -n 1
Lif = ((n20)2)27" = (st /am= 2 Sr((n—1)/2) (n—1) /@)™
4

_1
V2m v/n—1"
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Remark 3.6. The function constructed here is known as the tribes function. Suppose
n = br, byr € N. We write {—1,1}" = ({=1,1}")%. Let g;: {—1,1}" — {-1,1} de-

note a unanimous vote for candidate 1. That is, gi(1,...,1) = 1, and g;(z) = —1 oth-
erwise. Let go: {—1,1}® — {—1,1} denote a unanimous vote for candidate —1. That is,
g-1(—1,...,—1) = —1 and g_1(z) = 1 otherwise. The tribes function is given by

f@) =g-1(g1(@1, .. 20), g1(@rgas - Tor)s ooy LT p—1)rg1s - - -5 Tior))-

That is, we have b tribes of size r each, and each tribe conducts a unanimous vote for
candidate 1, and the result of these tribal elections is input to a unanimous vote for candidate
—1. By choosing the constants b, r correctly (r =~ logn — loglogn, b ~ n/logn), f will have
mean zero. Also, I;f ~ (logn)/n for all i € {1,...,n}f

Kahn, Kalai and Linial then showed that the influence bound in Proposition [3.5]is in fact
the best possible, thereby proving the conjecture of Ben-Or and Linial.

Theorem 3.7 (Kahn-Kalai-Linial). [KKLS8S, Theorem 3.1] There exists a universal con-
stant ¢ > 0 such that, for any f: {—1,1}" = {=1,1}, max;—1__, Li(f) > ¢«(E(f—Ef)?)(logn)/n.

Remark 3.8. This Theorem is proven using the hypercontractive inequality. The Kahn-
Kalai-Linial Theorem is slightly generalized to Talagrand’s inequality (which is also proven
using hypercontractivity).

If a function f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1} not only has mean zero, but it also has many Fourier
coefficients which are zero, it similarly seems that even more special structure should exist
within the Fourier coefficients of f. That is, perhaps this function should have a larger influ-
ence than a mean zero function. Hatami and Kalai therefore asked the following question,
which would improve upon Theorem

Question 3.9. Suppose k = k(n) — oo as n — oo. Does there exist w(k) > 0 such that
w(k) — oo as k — oo, such that the following statement holds? Let f: {—1,1}* — {—1,1}
with EfWg =0 forall S C {1,...,n} with |S| < k. Then max;—;__, I;f > ((logn)/n)-w(k).

Hatami speculated that a positive answer to the question above may help in proving the
Entropy Influence Conjecture. Here we prove that the answer to the question is negative by
showing that

Theorem 3.10 (Question for k = logn). There ezists 0 < C,c < oo such that, for
infinitely many n € N, there exists f: {—1,1}" — {—1,1} with EfWg = 0 for all S C
{1,...,n} with |S| < clogn such that max;_y,_, I;f < C(logn)/n.

In other words, there is a phase transition for the maximum influence of Boolean functions
with vanishing Fourier coefficients. This phase transition occurs when we require the first
k(n) Fourier coefficients to vanish where k(n)/logn is either bounded or unbounded, as
n — oo. We note that the functions constructed in Theorem do not provide a counter
example to the Entropy Influence conjecture as their entropy is of the same order as for the
standard Tribes function.

6Voter i € {1,...,n} changes the outcome of the election if and only if: all other tribes satisfy g1 (z¢,...) =
—1, and all other r — 1 people in the tribe of ¢ have vote z; = 1. Assuming a uniform distribution of votes,
this scenario has probability (1 —277)0~12-(—1) = lc’%(1 +1-(1-2")P"h 10%.
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Remark 3.11. To construct our function f, we modify the tribes function

9—1(91(%, e ,xr),gl(%ﬂ, e ,$2r)7 e 7gl($(b71)r+17 e ,ZEbr))-

We now replace g; with G, where G(xy, ..., z,) = lifand only if ((1—21)/2,...,(1—x,)/2) €
C where C' is a good linear code [Mac63|. G is chosen since it takes values in {—1,1}, but

it has vanishing low level Fourier coefficients. Some extra adjustments are needed to ensure
that Ef = 0.

We also note that if £ = g(n)logn, where g(n) — oo then it is trivial to improve the KKL
estimate since, if f: {—1,1}", then 1 = ||f||§ =2 .5c{1,..n) |£(S)|?, and

Sur= Y BISE= Y Hs

SC{1,...,n} SC{1,...,n}

which implies max;—y ., Lif > g(n)(logn)/n. When g(n) — oo, one can also improve
Talagrand’s inequality by essentially repeating its proof.

4. APPENDIX: SOME SIDE REMARKS

Remark 4.1. A sufficient condition for satisfying a particular logarithmic-Sobolev inequal-
ity, which (visually at least) resembles Theorem is the following [OII09, Theorem 45]:

||‘Ptf||sz S e—tC Hf||Lip7 Vt > 07 vf Q — ]R

Here d is a metric on €2, and || f{|;, = SUp, yeq: oy % (See also [Jou09].)

Remark 4.2. Diaconis and Saloff-Coste [DSC96] use a slightly different normalization than
us. They define the spectral gap as the largest constant A > 0 such that

Z\f y)* K (z,y)r Z!f “r(y)m(e).

Where K(z,y) is the probability transition kernel, K(z,y) > 0 and ) K(z,y) = 1,
and where 7 is the invariant probability measure with respect to K. They then define
H; = exp(—t(I — K)) to be the corresponding semigroup. They also define the Log-Sobolev
constant as the largest constant o > 0 such that

—Z|f Y K(z,y)r >Z|f )W log(| (@)1 / 1I.f15)7(x).

They show that « is equivalently defined as the largest constant § such that
[Hyf|| 1o < || flly,  VE>0.

Also, for example, with these definitions, the spectral gap of the simple random walk on
{=1,1}"is A = 2/n, and the log-Sobolev constant is a = 1/n. To reconcile the difference of
our constants, note that K is off by a factor of n. Specifically, if f is a mean zero function,
then we have

Eoy(f(2) = F(1))* = Bay (f(2)* = 2f () f(y) + f(y)?) = 2Ef*.
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Define h;(z) = 1 when z = (1,...,1), hi(x) = =1 when = = (1,...,1,-1,1,...,1),
where the —1 occurs in the i entry, and h( ) = 0 for all other z € { 1,1}". De-
fine f * g(z) = E,f(y)g(z — y). Note that f*g( ) = f(S)fq\(S) Also, f * hi(x) =
(f(x) — f(x1,..., 21, —Ti, Tiz1, ..., Xy))/2, and by inspection, h; = ng{l 7777 ny:ics Ws-
So, we have

! > (f@) = F)g(x) —gw) = =27 > => (f(x) = FW)(g(z) — g(y))
4 4 n
(z,y)eE €V y~x
_! Z Frhwgeh) =3 Y FSES -1 Y 18I79S) - LEsLs
=1 SC{1,...,n}: €S SC{1,...,n}

So, for k-regular graphs, Diaconis and Saloff-Coste divide their Laplacian by the degree,
while we do not.

The original motivation for Theorem was a simplified construction of expander graphs
which have a spectral gap with respect to any uniformly convex Banach space (or more
generally for any K-convex space) [MNI14]. A Banach space X is said to be K-convex if
there exists g > 0 and ny € N such that any embedding of ¢]° into X incurs bi-Lipschitz
distortion at least 1 4+ ¢y. The following theorem is the original motivation for Theorem
and the main result of [MN14], which strengthens and clarifies previous constructions of
expander graphs.

Theorem 4.3. [MNI14, Theorem 1.1] There exists a sequence of 3-reqular graphs {Gp }nen =
{(Va, En) bnen with lim, o0 |V,,| = o0 such that, for any K-conver Banach space X, there
exists (X, || - |%) > O such that, for any F:V, — X,

Y Irw- el < 2 S e - ol

‘ n‘ (u,0)EVR X Vi, (z,y)EE,

Remark 4.4. The construction of these graphs appears to be explicit, insofar as the con-
struction of asymptotically good linear codes is explicit.

To prove Theorem [£.3] the authors proved an infinite family of estimates for functions
f:{-1,1}" - X where X is a K-convex Banach space. We now describe this family of
inequalities, which will lead us to Theorem[1.2] Any f: {—1,1}" — X can be written as f =

77777 n} F(S)Ws, where for all z = (z1,. .., z,) € {—1,1}", Ws(z) := [lics @i and F(8) =

”er{ 11}n f(z)Ws(x). For any t > 0, p > 1, define P,f := ng{1 ..... n) e*t|5|f(S)W

Rad(f) :== Z FHIH Wy, K(X) = S‘ég ”RadHLg({—l,l}",X)—>L2({—1,1}”,X) :
j=1 "

The operator Rad(f) is known as the Rademacher projection, and K(X) is referred to as
the K-convexity constant of X. In particular, X is K-convex if and only if K(X) < oo, as
proven by Pisier [Pis82, Theorem 2.1].

By creating a quantitative proof of a deep theorem of Pisier’s [Pis82, Theorem 1.2] concern-
ing the holomorphic extension of the semigroup P;, Mendel and Naor proved the following

decay estimate for the semigroup P,.
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Theorem 4.5. [MN14, Theorem 5.1] For every K,p > 1, there exist A(K,p) € (0,1) and
B(K,p),C(K,p) > 2 such that, for every K -convez Banach space (X, ||| ) with K(X) <

for every k,n € N, for every t > 0 and for every f: {—1,1}" — X with f( ) =0 for all
S CA{1,...,n} with |S]| <k,

||Ptf||p < C(K,p)-exp (—k - A(K, p) - min(t, tB(K’p))) ) (3)

Theorem is the crucial ingredient in a construction of a single sequence of 3-regular

expander graphs, which simultaneously have a spectral gap with respect to all K-convex Ba-
nach spaces X [MN14, Theorem 1.1]. However, it is conjectured that the term min(¢, t25P))
n should be able to be improved to ¢, since this is possible when p = 2 and X = /4,
[IMN14, Remark 5.12]. If this conjecture were true, then the construction of the expander
graphs of [MNI14, Theorem 1.1] would be simplified and improved. However, even in the case
X =R, we do not know how to solve this conjecture. So, in this work, we focus on X =R
and £ = 1 in trying to improve Theorem [4.5]

Remark 4.6. Note that, even in the case Q = {—1,1}" with the metric induced from the
{1 norm, the doubling constant of {2 is unbounded as n — oco. So, Theorem does not
seem to be provable by “transplantation” techniques, as in [TDOS02]. Indeed, the use in
the proof of Theorem {4.5| of holomorphic extension of the semigroup P, avoids the difficulties
inherent in “transplantation” techniques.

Remark 4.7. One may believe that Theorem could be proven by Littlewood-Paley
Theory and/or multiplier theorems. However, such tools do not obtain the sharp constants
of Theorem Indeed, Theorem could be equivalently described as an attempt to
prove a general Littlewood-Paley inequality. (Recall that the crucial point in proving the
Littlewood-Paley inequality is inverting the Laplacian on L, spaces, and this follows exactly
from Theorem or Theorem [1.2)

REFERENCES

[Bec89] William Beckner, A generalized Poincaré inequality for Gaussian measures, Proc. Amer. Math.
Soc. 105 (1989), no. 2, 397-400. MR 954373 (89m:42027)

[BOL89] Michael Ben-Or and Nathan Linial, Collective coin flipping, Randomness and Computation
(S. Micali, ed.), Academic Press, New York, 1989, pp. 91-115.

[Bon70]  Aline Bonami, Etude des coefficients de Fourier des fonctions de LP(G), Ann. Inst. Fourier
(Grenoble) 20 (1970), no. fasc. 2, 335-402 (1971). MR 0283496 (44 #727)

[DSC96] P. Diaconis and L. Saloff-Coste, Logarithmic Sobolev inequalities for finite Markov chains, Ann.
Appl. Probab. 6 (1996), no. 3, 695-750. MR 1410112 (97k:60176)

[Gro75]  Leonard Gross, Logarithmic Sobolev inequalities, Amer. J. Math. 97 (1975), no. 4, 1061-1083.
MR, 0420249 (54 #8263)

[HLWO06] Shlomo Hoory, Nathan Linial, and Avi Wigderson, Expander graphs and their applications, Bull.
Amer. Math. Soc. (N.S.) 43 (2006), no. 4, 439-561 (electronic). MR 2247919 (2007h:68055)

[HMO14] Steven Heilman, Elchanan Mossel, and Krzysztof Oleszkiewicz, Strong contraction and influences
in tail spaces, preprint, larXiv:1406.7855, 2014.

[Jou09] Aldéric Joulin, A new Poisson-type deviation inequality for Markov jump processes with positive
Wasserstein curvature, Bernoulli 15 (2009), no. 2, 532-549. MR, 2543873 (2010j:60213)

[KKL88] Jeff Kahn, Gil Kalai, and Nathan Linial, The influence of variables on boolean functions, Proc.
of 29th Annual IEEE Symposium on Foundations of Computer Science, 1988, pp. 68-80.

[Mac63]  Jessie MacWilliams, A theorem on the distribution of weights in a systematic code, Bell System
Tech. J. 42 (1963), 79-94. MR 0149978 (26 #7462)

8


http://arxiv.org/abs/1406.7855

[Mar73]  G. A. Margulis, Ezxplicit constructions of expanders, Problemy Peredaci Informacii 9 (1973), no. 4,
71-80. MR 0484767 (58 #4643)

[Mey84]  P.-A. Meyer, Transformations de Riesz pour les lois gaussiennes, Seminar on probability, XVIII,
Lecture Notes in Math., vol. 1059, Springer, Berlin, 1984, pp. 179-193. MR 770960 (86i:60150)

[MN14] Manor Mendel and Assaf Naor, Nonlinear spectral calculus and super-expanders, Publ. Math.
Inst. Hautes Etudes Sci. 119 (2014), 1-95. MR 3210176

[Nel73] Edward Nelson, The free Markoff field, J. Functional Analysis 12 (1973), 211-227. MR 0343816
(49 #8556)

[O1109] Yann Ollivier, Ricci curvature of Markov chains on metric spaces, J. Funct. Anal. 256 (2009),
no. 3, 810-864. MR 2484937 (2010j:58081)

[Pis82] Gilles Pisier, Holomorphic semigroups and the geometry of Banach spaces, Ann. of Math. (2) 115
(1982), no. 2, 375-392. MR 647811 (83h:46027)

[RVWO02] Omer Reingold, Salil Vadhan, and Avi Wigderson, Entropy waves, the zig-zag graph product,
and new constant-degree expanders, Ann. of Math. (2) 155 (2002), no. 1, 157-187. MR 1888797
(2003c:05145)

[TDOS02] Xuan Thinh Duong, El Maati Ouhabaz, and Adam Sikora, Plancherel-type estimates and sharp
spectral multipliers, J. Funct. Anal. 196 (2002), no. 2, 443-485. MR 1943098 (2003k:43012)

UCLA DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS, LLOS ANGELES, CA 90095-1555
E-mail address: heilman@cims.nyu.edu

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104
E-mail address: mossel@wharton.upenn.edu

INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS, UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW, BANACHA 2, 02-097 WARSZAWA, POLAND
E-mail address: koles@mimuw.edu.pl



	1. Introduction
	2. Motivation and Background
	3. Hypercontractivity, Talagrand's Inequality, and Kahn-Kalai-Linial
	4. Appendix: Some Side Remarks
	References

